Biography of John Neal, Maryland 400 veteran 


John Neal (1757-1825) 


Private, First Maryland Regiment, 1776-1778 
Corporal, First Maryland Regiment, 1778 
Sergeant, First Maryland Regiment, 1778-1779 


John Neal was born in 1757, likely in Charles County, Maryland. [1] His father, Benjamin was from 
Northern Ireland; his mother's name is not known. 


On January 24, 1776, Neal, age nineteen, enlisted as a private in Captain John Hoskins Stone's First 
Company of the First Maryland Regiment at Port Tobacco, Maryland. [2] Many of those in the First 
Company were recruited from Charles County. The company trained in Annapolis until it departed for 
New York. [3] 


The First Maryland Regiment was the first unit of soldiers Maryland raised at the beginning of the 
Revolutionary War. Maryland was more than willing to do its part to recruit the men needed to fill the 
Continental Army's depleted ranks. [4] A few days after independence was declared, the First Maryland 
Regiment was ordered to New York so it could join the forces of General George Washington. The 
regiment arrived there in early August, with the Battle of Brooklyn set between the Continental Army 
and the British Army, joined by their Hessian allies. 


Neal served with twenty-six-year-old Stone and his company at the Battle of Brooklyn in late August 
1776. Unlike the companies of Barton Lucas, Daniel Bowie, Peter Adams, Benjamin Ford, and Edward 
Veazey, only fifteen percent of the First Company were either killed or captured, with these other 
companies suffering heavier losses. Few were killed, while the company's ensign, James Farnandis, 
was captured by British forces. [5] Even so, the loss of life by the other companies confirmed the 
assessment of the British Parliament's Annual Register which described how "almost a whole regiment 
from Maryland...of young men from the best families in the country was cut to pieces" even as the 
battle brought the men of the Maryland 400 together. [6] 


The Battle of Brooklyn, the first large-scale battle of the war, fits into the larger context of the 
Revolutionary War. If the Maryland Line had not stood and fought the British, enabling the rest of the 
Americans to escape, then the Continental Army would been decimated, resulting in the end of the 
Revolutionary War. This heroic stand gave the regiment the nickname of the Old Line and those who 
made the stand in the battle are remembered as the Maryland 400. 


Neal survived the Battle of Brooklyn, like most of the First Company. On December 10, 1776, he re- 
enlisted in the First Maryland Regiment as a private. [7] He served in the regiment for a three-year term 
until December 27, 1779 when he was discharged in Morristown, in New Jersey's Somerset County. 
During this time, he fought, by his own recollection, in the battles of White Plains (1776), Brandywine 
(1777), Germantown (1777), and Monmouth (1778). [8] He was promoted to corporal in May 1778. [9] 


A few months later in July, he was promoted to sergeant and served in that role until he was discharged 
in 1779. 


A sergeant, like Neal, had an important role in the Maryland Line. As non-commissioned officers, their 
duties included maintaining discipline within their company, and inspecting the new recruits. [10] Their 
other duties included carrying sick soldiers to the hospital as needed, reporting on the sickness of men 
within the ranks, and leading groups of men to guard prisoners or supplies if circumstances required it. 
[11] For these services they were paid more than corporals in Maryland, who they oversaw and worked 
with, to keep order in place in the company, including breaking up disputes between soldiers. [12] In 
order to get in this position, however, their field officers or captains had to recommend them for 
promotion. [13] 


After his Maryland service ended, Neal stayed in Somerset County. On February 27, 1780, he married a 
local woman named Margaret Miller in Boundbrook, New Jersey. [14] They had two children named 
Benjamin (b. 1781) and Theodocia (b. 1802). While Neal was the state, he served in the militia in 
Somerset County, which fought off British incursions in New Jersey until the end of the war, serving at 
least one four-month term. [15] In the county, called the "crossroads of the revolution" by some, the 
destruction of the war had dissipated by the 1780s, with industry and commerce thriving in the final 
years of the war even as militiamen decried depreciation of Continental currency. [16] 


By 1810, Neal and his family lived in the town of Ovid, New York, in the northern part of the state near 
the Finger Lakes, where he filed for his Federal veterans pension in 1818. [17] In 1820, he lived in the 
adjoining town of Covert, New York on a half-acre of land, with a wooden clock, a chest, and some 


cookery, a shabby wagon, small pigs, one cow, and eight sheep. [18] In his pension application, he 
claimed to be in "reduced circumstances" and that he had lost his discharge papers or any other paper 
records proving his service in the First Maryland Line, an appeal that was successful. 


Five years later, on July 22, 1825, Neal died. [19] Years after his death, his wife re-married to a man 
named John Benjamin Smith. Still, she continued to fight for Neal's pension payments until at least 
1850. At that point, she was living in the small town of Hector, New York, which was only about 16 
miles away from Ovid, with another family. [20] She died in the 1850s, the exact date not known. 


- Burkely Hermann, Maryland Society of the Sons of American Revolution Research Fellow, 2016. 
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